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e¯ÓLz ÈÁÁÈ ÁÈ¯ ÈM‡Ï ÈÓÁÏ Èa¯˜̈§¨¦̧©§¦¹§¦©Àμ¥©¦«Ÿ¦½¦§§¾
:B„ÚBÓa ÈÏ ·È¯˜‰Ï§©§¦¬¦−§£«

3‡ ‰M‡‰ ‰Ê Ì‰Ï z¯Ó‡Âe·È¯˜z ¯L §¨©§¨´¨¤½μ¤¨«¦¤½£¤¬©§¦−
‰Â‰ÈÏ©¨®

ÌBiÏ ÌÈL ÌÓÈÓ˙ ‰L-Èa ÌÈN·k§¨¦̧§¥«¨¨¯§¦¦²§©¬¦©−
 :„ÈÓ˙ ‰ÏÚ4‰NÚz „Á‡ N·k‰-˙‡ Ÿ¨¬¨¦«¤©¤¬¤¤−̈©£¤´

‰ N·k‰ ˙‡Â ¯˜a·ÔÈa ‰NÚz ÈM ©®Ÿ¤§¥Æ©¤´¤©¥¦½©£¤−¥¬
 :ÌÈa¯Ú‰5˙ÏÒ ‰ÙÈ‡‰ ˙È¯ÈNÚÂ ¨«©§¨«¦©£¦¦¯¨¥¨²−Ÿ¤

˙ÚÈ·¯ ˙È˙k ÔÓLa ‰ÏeÏa ‰ÁÓÏ§¦§¨®§¨²§¤¬¤¨¦−§¦¦¬
 :ÔÈ‰‰6ÈÈÒ ¯‰a ‰ÈNÚ‰ „ÈÓz ˙ÏÚ ©¦«Ÿ©−¨¦®¨£ª¨Æ§©´¦©½

:‰Â‰ÈÏ ‰M‡ ÁÁÈ ÁÈ¯Ï§¥´©¦½Ÿ©¦¤−©«¨«
7L„wa „Á‡‰ N·kÏ ÔÈ‰‰ ̇ ÚÈ·¯ BkÒÂ§¦§Æ§¦¦´©¦½©¤−¤¨¤¨®©ÀŸ¤

 :‰Â‰ÈÏ ¯ÎL CÒ Cq‰8N·k‰ ˙‡Â ©¥²¤¬¤¥−̈©¨«§¥Æ©¤´¤
¯˜a‰ ˙ÁÓk ÌÈa¯Ú‰ ÔÈa ‰NÚz ÈM‰©¥¦½©£¤−¥´¨«©§¨®¦§¦§©̧©³Ÿ¤
ÁÁÈ ÁÈ¯ ‰M‡ ‰NÚz BkÒÎe§¦§Æ©£¤½¦¥²¥¬©¦−Ÿ©

:‰Â‰ÈÏÙ ©¨«
9-ÈL ˙aM‰ ÌBÈ·e‰L-Èa ÌÈN·Î §Æ©©½̈§¥«§¨¦¬§¥«¨−̈

‰ÁÓ ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ¯NÚ ÈLe ÌÓÈÓz§¦¦®§¥´¤§Ÿ¦À¯Ÿ¤¦§¨²
 :BkÒÂ ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa10˙aL ˙ÏÚ §¨¬©¤−¤§¦§«Ÿ©¬©©−

:dkÒÂ „ÈÓz‰ ˙ÏÚ-ÏÚ BzaLaÒ §©©®©Ÿ©¬©¨¦−§¦§¨«

NUMBERS 28:3 pinhas˚

times the offerings of food due Me, as gifts of
pleasing odor to Me.

3Say to them: These are the gifts that you are
to present to the Lord:

As a regular burnt offering every day, two
yearling lambs without blemish. 4You shall offer
one lamb in the morning, and the other lamb
you shall offer at twilight. 5And as a grain
offering, there shall be a tenth of an ephah of
choice flour with a quarter of a hin of beaten
oil mixed in—6the regular burnt offering in-
stituted at Mount Sinai—a gift of pleasing odor
to the Lord.

7The libation with it shall be a quarter of a
hin for each lamb, to be poured in the sacred
precinct as an offering of fermented drink to the
Lord. 8The other lamb you shall offer at twi-
light, preparing the same grain offering and li-
bation as in the morning—a gift of pleasing
odor to the Lord.

9On the sabbath day: two yearling lambs
without blemish, together with two-tenths of a
measure of choice flour with oil mixed in as a
grain offering, and with the proper libation—
10a burnt offering for every sabbath, in addition
to the regular burnt offering and its libation.

DAILY OFFERING (vv. 3–8)

Called “tamid” from biblical times on, the daily
offering consisted of a burnt offering of a lamb
together with its grain and wine adjuncts. It was
offered twice daily, morning and evening.

3. The tamid offering is to be financed by all
the people, not merely by the leaders or by the
rich (Neh. 10:34).

4. at twilight The time between sunset and
darkness.

5. ephah See Comment to Exod. 16:36.
hin See Comment to Exod. 29:40.

beaten Hebrew: katit, “pressed in a mortar.”
Hence it was pure oil.

7. with it Refers to the lamb (v. 4, as in v. 8).

SHABBAT OFFERING (vv. 9–10)

The sacrifice for a special day, called musaf in Rab-
binic Hebrew, is in addition to the daily tamid
and is offered immediately after it. Because the
Shabbat offering is the same as the tamid, adding
musaf gives Shabbat double the number of offer-
ings of a weekday.

10. regular burnt offering Refers to the

halakhah l’ma˙aseh
28:4. in the morning . . . at twilight The Sages determined that prayer, specifically the Amidah, substitutes
for the communal sacrifices mandated in the Torah (BT Ber. 26b). Shaharit and Minhah (the morning and· ·
afternoon services) are thus based on the requirements articulated in this verse.

28:10. in addition to the regular burnt offering The requirement in this chapter for an additional sacrifice
offered on Shabbat, festivals, and Rosh Hodesh (New Moon) is fulfilled today through the additional Amidah·
of Musaf recited on these days (BT Ber. 26b–27a).
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11‡¯·e‰Â‰ÈÏ ‰ÏÚ e·È¯˜z ÌÎÈL„Á ÈL §¨¥Æ¨§¥¤½©§¦¬Ÿ−̈©¨®
-Èa ÌÈ¯tÌÈN·k „Á‡ ÏÈ‡Â ÌÈL ¯˜· ¨¦¸§¥«¨¨³§©Æ¦Æ§©´¦¤½̈§¨¦¯

 :ÌÓÈÓz ‰Ú·L ‰L-Èa12‰LÏLe §¥¨¨²¦§−̈§¦¦«§Ÿ¨´
¯tÏ ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ‰ÁÓ ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ¯NÚ¤§Ÿ¦À³Ÿ¤¦§¨Æ§¨´©¤½¤©−̈
‰ÏeÏa ‰ÁÓ ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ¯NÚ ÈLe „Á‡‰̈¤¨®§¥´¤§Ÿ¦À³Ÿ¤¦§¨Æ§¨´

 :„Á‡‰ ÏÈ‡Ï ÔÓM·13ÔB¯OÚ Ô¯OÚÂ ©¤½¤¨©−¦¨«¤¨«§¦¨´Ÿ¦¨À
„Á‡‰ N·kÏ ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ‰ÁÓ ˙ÏÒ³Ÿ¤¦§¨Æ§¨´©¤½¤©¤−¤¨¤¨®

 :‰Â‰ÈÏ ‰M‡ ÁÁÈ ÁÈ¯ ‰ÏÚ14Ì‰ÈkÒÂ Ÿ¨Æ¥´©¦½Ÿ©¦¤−©¨«§¦§¥¤À
ÔÈ‰‰ ˙LÈÏLe ¯tÏ ‰È‰È ÔÈ‰‰ ÈˆÁ£¦´©¦Á¦§¤̧©¹̈§¦¦¯©¦´
˙ÏÚ ˙‡Ê ÔÈÈ N·kÏ ÔÈ‰‰ ˙ÚÈ·¯e ÏÈ‡Ï̈©À¦§¦¦¬©¦²©¤−¤¨®¦´ŸŸ©¬

 :‰M‰ ÈL„ÁÏ BL„Áa L„Á15¯ÈÚNe Ÿ Æ¤Æ§¨§½§¨§¥−©¨¨«§¦̧
˙ÏÚ-ÏÚ ‰Â‰ÈÏ ˙‡hÁÏ „Á‡ ÌÈfÚ¦¦¬¤¨²§©−̈©¨®©Ÿ©¯

:BkÒÂ ‰NÚÈ „ÈÓz‰Ò ©¨¦²¥¨¤−§¦§«
16‡¯‰ L„Á·eÌBÈ ¯NÚ ‰Úa¯‡a ÔBL ©´Ÿ¤¨¦À§©§¨¨¬¨¨²−

11On your new moons you shall present a
burnt offering to the L: two bulls of the herd,
one ram, and seven yearling lambs, without
blemish. 12As grain offering for each bull:
three-tenths of a measure of choice flour with
oil mixed in. As grain offering for each ram:
two-tenths of a measure of choice flour with oil
mixed in. 13As grain offering for each lamb: a
tenth of a measure of fine flour with oil mixed
in. Such shall be the burnt offering of pleasing
odor, a gift to the L. 14Their libations shall
be: half a hin of wine for a bull, a third of a hin
for a ram, and a quarter of a hin for a lamb. That
shall be the monthly burnt offering for each new
moon of the year. 15And there shall be one goat
as a purification offering to the L, to be
offered in addition to the regular burnt offering
and its libation.

16In the first month, on the fourteenth day
of the month, there shall be a passover sacrifice

NUMBERS 28:11 

morning tamid, because there could be no offer-
ing after the tamid of the evening. It should be
noted that purification sacrifices are never
brought on Shabbat, because intimations of hu-
man wrongdoing are not permitted on this joyous
day.

ROSH HODESH, THE NEW MOON·
(vv. 11–15)

In early Israel, this was an important festival cel-
ebrated by families and clans in a state of ritual
purity at the local sanctuary.

14. Only here are the libation quantities

specified. Because they are always the same, they
need not be repeated.

burnt offering Use of this term implies the
auxiliary grain offering and libation.

new moon Hebrew: hodesh, “new moon,” as·
in 29:6. (The word can also mean “month.”)

PASCHAL SACRIFICE AND
UNLEAVENED BREAD (vv. 16–25)

The day of the paschal offering and the seven-day
Festival of Unleavened Bread originally were sep-
arate and distinct holidays (cf. Lev. 23:5–6). The
fact that the paschal offering is mentioned here

15. puri/cation offering to the LORD
Hebrew:hattat l’Adonai.Notingthatthisisthe·
only place in the Torah where this phrase oc-
curs, the Talmud understands it to mean “a pu-
ri%cationo/ering fortheLord.”It isbroughton
God’s behalf on Rosh Hodesh (when the new·
moon appears) as an apology to the moon for
having made it smaller and less consequential

than the sun (BT Hul. 60b). Did the Sages here·
pictureGodapologizing forall theunfairnessof
life—topeoplewhoarebornlesshealthy,gifted,
or fortunate than others? Given the traditional
identi%cationofRoshHodeshasawoman’sfes-·
tival, did the Sages imagine God expressing re-
gret to women for having a less prominent role
than men for so much of history?

 ’
28:11. new moons The Jewish calendar is based on the cycles of the moon. An extra month (Adar I) is
added 7 times in 19 years to make the lunar calendar conform to the solar year. Each Hebrew month begins
with the New Moon (Rosh Hodesh); it is announced in synagogue (except for the month of Tishrei) on the·
preceding Shabbat, in the Blessing of the Month (Birkat Ha-Hodesh). See Comment on Exod. 12:2.·
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‡ Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa-Ôa ·‡ÈÏ §¥¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬¡¦−̈¤
:ÔÏÁÙ ¥«Ÿ

30Ô·e‡¯ È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈÚÈ·¯‰ ÌBia©Æ¨§¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´§¥®
‡ :¯e‡È„L-Ôa ¯eˆÈÏ31-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜ ¡¦−¤§¥«¨§¨º©«£©

˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL ˙Á‡ ÛÒk¤´¤©©À§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³
L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L ÛÒk „Á‡¤¨Æ¤½¤¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤
ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ | Ì‰ÈL§¥¤´§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤

 :‰ÁÓÏ32‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk §¦§¨«©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬
 ˙¯Ë˜33-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a §«Ÿ¤©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²

 :‰ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa „Á‡-N·k34-¯ÈÚN ¤«¤¤¨¬¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦
 :˙‡hÁÏ „Á‡ ÌÈfÚ35ÌÈÓÏM‰ Á·ÊÏe ¦¦¬¤−̈§©¨«§¤´©©§¨¦»

‰MÓÁ ÌÈ„zÚ ‰MÓÁ ÌÏÈ‡ ÌÈL ¯˜ä¨´§©¦¼¥¦³£¦¨Æ©ª¦´£¦½̈
Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa ÌÈN·k§¨¦¬§¥«¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬

‡:¯e‡È„L-Ôa ¯eˆÈÏÙ ¡¦−¤§¥«
36ÔBÚÓL È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈLÈÓÁ‰ ÌBia©Æ©£¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´¦§®

‡ÈÓÏL :ÈcLÈ¯eˆ-Ôa Ï37-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜ §ª«¦¥−¤¦«©¨«¨§¨º©«£©
˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL ˙Á‡ ÛÒk¤´¤©©À§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³
L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L ÛÒk „Á‡¤¨Æ¤½¤¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤
ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ | Ì‰ÈL§¥¤´§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤

 :‰ÁÓÏ38‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk §¦§¨«©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬
 :˙¯Ë˜39-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a §«Ÿ¤©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²

 :‰ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa „Á‡-N·k40-¯ÈÚN ¤«¤¤¨¬¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦
 ˙‡hÁÏ „Á‡ ÌÈfÚ41ÌÈÓÏM‰ Á·ÊÏe ¦¦¬¤−̈§©¨«§¤´©©§¨¦»

‰MÓÁ ÌÈ„zÚ ‰MÓÁ ÌÏÈ‡ ÌÈL ¯˜ä¨´§©¦¼¥¦³£¦¨Æ©ª¦´£¦½̈
Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa ÌÈN·k§¨¦¬§¥¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬

‡ÈÓÏL:ÈcLÈ¯eˆ-Ôa ÏÙ §ª¦¥−¤¦«©¨«
42‡ „‚ È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈMM‰ ÌBiaÛÒÈÏ ©Æ©¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´¨®¤§¨−̈

‡eÚc-Ôa :Ï43-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜˙Á‡ ÛÒk ¤§¥«¨§¨º©«£©¤´¤©©À
ÛÒk „Á‡ ˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³¤¨Æ¤½¤
| Ì‰ÈL L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤§¥¤´
:‰ÁÓÏ ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤§¦§¨«

44:˙¯Ë˜ ‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬§«Ÿ¤
45-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡-N·k „Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a ©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²¤«¤¤¨¬

 :‰ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa46„Á‡ ÌÈfÚ-¯ÈÚN ¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦¦¦¬¤−̈
 :˙‡hÁÏ47ÌÈL ¯˜a ÌÈÓÏM‰ Á·ÊÏe §©¨«§¤´©©§¨¦»¨¨´§©¦¼

ling lambs. That was the offering of Eliab son
of Helon.

30On the fourth day, it was the chieftain of
the Reubenites, Elizur son of Shedeur. 31His
offering: one silver bowl weighing  shekels
and one silver basin of  shekels by the sanc-
tuary weight, both filled with choice flour with
oil mixed in, for a grain offering; 32one gold ladle
of  shekels, filled with incense; 33one bull of
the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first year,
for a burnt offering; 34one goat for a purification
offering; 35and for his sacrifice of well-being:
two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five year-
ling lambs. That was the offering of Elizur son
of Shedeur.

36On the fifth day, it was the chieftain of the
Simeonites, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.
37His offering: one silver bowl weighing 

shekels and one silver basin of  shekels by the
sanctuary weight, both filled with choice flour
with oil mixed in, for a grain offering; 38one gold
ladle of  shekels, filled with incense; 39one bull
of the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first
year, for a burnt offering; 40one goat for a pu-
rification offering; 41and for his sacrifice of
well-being: two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
and five yearling lambs. That was the offering
of Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.

42On the sixth day, it was the chieftain of the
Gadites, Eliasaph son of Deuel. 43His offering:
one silver bowl weighing  shekels and one
silver basin of  shekels by the sanctuary
weight, both filled with choice flour with oil
mixed in, for a grain offering; 44one gold ladle
of  shekels, filled with incense; 45one bull of
the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first year,
for a burnt offering; 46one goat for a purification
offering; 47and for his sacrifice of well-being:
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ÌÈN·k ‰MÓÁ ÌÈ„zÚ ‰MÓÁ ÌÏÈ‡¥¦³£¦¨Æ©ª¦´£¦½̈§¨¦¬
‡ Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa-Ôa ÛÒÈÏ §¥¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬¤§¨−̈¤

‡eÚc:ÏÙ §¥«
48ÌÈ¯Ù‡ È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈÚÈ·M‰ ÌBia©Æ©§¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´¤§¨®¦
‡ :„e‰ÈnÚ-Ôa ÚÓLÈÏ49-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜ ¡¦«¨−̈¤©¦«¨§¨º©«£©

˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL ˙Á‡ ÛÒk¤´¤©©À§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³
L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L ÛÒk „Á‡¤¨Æ¤½¤¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤
ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ | Ì‰ÈL§¥¤´§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤

 :‰ÁÓÏ50‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk §¦§¨«©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬
 :˙¯Ë˜51-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a §«Ÿ¤©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²

 :‰ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa „Á‡-N·k52-¯ÈÚN ¤«¤¤¨¬¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦
 :˙‡hÁÏ „Á‡ ÌÈfÚ53ÌÈÓÏM‰ Á·ÊÏe ¦¦¬¤−̈§©¨«§¤´©©§¨¦»

‰MÓÁ ÌÈ„zÚ ‰MÓÁ ÌÏÈ‡ ÌÈL ¯˜ä¨´§©¦¼¥¦³£¦¨Æ©ª¦´£¦½̈
Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa ÌÈN·k§¨¦¬§¥«¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬

‡:„e‰ÈnÚ-Ôa ÚÓLÈÏÙ ¡¦¨−̈¤©¦«
54‰MÓ È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈÈÓM‰ ÌBia©Æ©§¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´§©¤®

‡ÈÏÓb :¯eˆ-‰„t-Ôa Ï55-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜ ©§¦¥−¤§¨«¨§¨º©«£©
˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL ˙Á‡ ÛÒk¤´¤©©À§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³
L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L ÛÒk „Á‡¤¨Æ¤½¤¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤
ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ | Ì‰ÈL§¥¤´§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤

 :‰ÁÓÏ56‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk §¦§¨«©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬
 :˙¯Ë˜57-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a §«Ÿ¤©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²

 :‰ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa „Á‡-N·k58-¯ÈÚN ¤«¤¤¨¬¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦
 :˙‡hÁÏ „Á‡ ÌÈfÚ59ÌÈÓÏM‰ Á·ÊÏe ¦¦¬¤−̈§©¨«§¤´©©§¨¦»

‰MÓÁ ÌÈ„zÚ ‰MÓÁ ÌÏÈ‡ ÌÈL ¯˜ä¨´§©¦¼¥¦³£¦¨Æ©ª¦´£¦½̈
Ôa¯˜ ‰Ê ‰MÓÁ ‰L-Èa ÌÈN·k§¨¦¬§¥¨−̈£¦¨®¤²¨§©¬

‡ÈÏÓb :¯eˆ‰„t-Ôa ÏÙ ©§¦¥−¤§¨«
60Ô„È·‡ ÔÓÈ· È·Ï ‡ÈN ÈÚÈLz‰ ÌBia©Æ©§¦¦½¨¦−¦§¥´¦§¨¦®£¦−̈

 :ÈÚ„b-Ôa61-˙¯Ú˜ Ba¯˜˙Á‡ ÛÒk ¤¦§Ÿ¦«¨§¨º©«£©¤´¤©©À
ÛÒk „Á‡ ˜¯ÊÓ dÏ˜LÓ ‰‡Óe ÌÈLÏL§Ÿ¦´¥¨»¦§¨¨¼¦§¨³¤¨Æ¤½¤
| Ì‰ÈL L„w‰ Ï˜La Ï˜L ÌÈÚ·L¦§¦¬¤−¤§¤´¤©®Ÿ¤§¥¤´
:‰ÁÓÏ ÔÓM· ‰ÏeÏa ˙ÏÒ ÌÈ‡ÏÓ§¥¦À²Ÿ¤§¨¬©¤−¤§¦§¨«

62:˙¯Ë˜ ‰‡ÏÓ ·‰Ê ‰¯NÚ ˙Á‡ Ûk©¬©©²£¨¨¬¨−̈§¥¨¬§«Ÿ¤
63-Ôa „Á‡ ¯t„Á‡-N·k „Á‡ ÏÈ‡ ¯˜a ©´¤º̈¤¨À̈©¯¦¤¨²¤«¤¤¨¬

ÏÚÏ B˙L-Ôa :‰64„Á‡ ÌÈfÚ-¯ÈÚN ¤§¨−§Ÿ¨«§¦¦¦¬¤−̈

two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five year-
ling lambs. That was the offering of Eliasaph son
of Deuel.

48On the seventh day, it was the chieftain of
the Ephraimites, Elishama son of Ammihud.
49His offering: one silver bowl weighing 

shekels and one silver basin of  shekels by the
sanctuary weight, both filled with choice flour
with oil mixed in, for a grain offering; 50one gold
ladle of  shekels, filled with incense; 51one bull
of the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first
year, for a burnt offering; 52one goat for a pu-
rification offering; 53and for his sacrifice of
well-being: two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
and five yearling lambs. That was the offering
of Elishama son of Ammihud.

54On the eighth day, it was the chieftain of
the Manassites, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 55His
offering: one silver bowl weighing  shekels
and one silver basin of  shekels by the sanc-
tuary weight, both filled with choice flour with
oil mixed in, for a grain offering; 56one gold ladle
of  shekels, filled with incense; 57one bull of
the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first year,
for a burnt offering; 58one goat for a purification
offering; 59and for his sacrifice of well-being:
two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five year-
ling lambs. That was the offering of Gamaliel
son of Pedahzur.

60On the ninth day, it was the chieftain of the
Benjaminites, Abidan son of Gideoni. 61His
offering: one silver bowl weighing  shekels
and one silver basin of  shekels by the sanc-
tuary weight, both filled with choice flour with
oil mixed in, for a grain offering; 62one gold ladle
of  shekels, filled with incense; 63one bull of
the herd, one ram, and one lamb in its first year,
for a burnt offering; 64one goat for a purification
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(wà) äëåðç úáùì äøèôä
HAFTARAH FOR

FIRST SHABBAT OF HANUKKAH·

ZECHARIAH 2:14–4:7

In 538 b.c.e., a year after conquering Babylonia,
Cyrus the Mede had issued an edict allowing all
subject populations to return to their national re-
ligious practices. As a result, exiles from Babylonia
had returned to Judah with authorization to re-
build the Jerusalem temple, destroyed nearly fifty
years earlier. Work on the new temple was post-
poned, however, when local adversaries first
sought to participate and then—after being ex-
cluded—prevented the settlers from rebuilding
(Ezra 4:1–5,24). In the second year in the reign
of Darius I (Ezra 4:4–5,24), the king of Persia per-
mitted construction to resume. That year, the
prophets Haggai and Zechariah exhorted the peo-
ple in God’s name to resume the building effort
(Ezra 5:1–2). The prophecies in this haftarah date
from that time. (Construction would take four
more years to complete.)

The haftarah begins with an announcement
that God promises to return to Zion (2:14–17).
This requires preparation and purification of the
high priest, the Land, and the people. Thus the
prophecy continues with the purification and in-
vestiture of the high priest and a declaration of
God’s forgiveness for the people’s sins in the
Land. This is followed by the prophet’s vision of
the lampstand (m’norah) to be used in the temple
and words affirming that communal success will
be achieved through the spirit of God.

Priestly concerns and details dominate the haf-
tarah. Nevertheless, the prophet mentions royal
or secular leadership (3:8, 4:6–9). A notion of
dual national leadership—where Joshua the high
priest is paired with Zerubbabel, a descendant of
David—is evident elsewhere in the prophecies of
Zechariah (4:14), and even more clearly in the
writings of his contemporaries Haggai (1:1, 2:2)
and Ezra (4:3, 5:2).

In his vision, Zechariah’s focus on the forth-

coming temple features its m’norah (4:1–6), a
solid lampstand with seven lamps, flanked on ei-
ther side by an olive tree. In a passage that follows
the haftarah (4:10–14), this vision is explained:
The lampstand symbolizes God; the seven lamps
are “the eyes of the Lord, ranging over the whole
earth”; and the two trees are anointed dignitaries
(literally, “sons of oil”) who attend “the Lord of
all the earth.” Theologically speaking, the Temple
objects thus represent divine dominion on earth,
and the trees represent its two human stewards
( Joshua and Zerubabbel).

By giving Zechariah’s prophecy a proclamatory
ending—“not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit” (4:7)—the Sages transformed the text into
an ever-present divine warning: Groups aiming to
“force the end” through military might or by in-
ducing the Temple’s restoration should recon-
sider such plans of action.

RELATION OF THE HAFTARAH

TO THE CALENDAR

The haftarah is appropriate in that Hanukkah cel-·
ebrates the rededication of a repurified temple in
Hasmonean times and anticipates a messianic
temple in the future.

On the first Shabbat of Hanukkah, a portion·
of the account of offerings brought by Israelite
chieftains (n’si•im) is read (from Num. 7). This
derives from mishnaic practice, which ruled that
“On the (Shabbat of ) Hanukkah (one reads) from·
(the portion dealing with) the (portion about the)
chieftains” (M Meg. 3:6). This reading supple-
ments the regular parashah and is read from a sep-
arate Torah scroll (S.A. O.H. 684:2).·

“Shout for joy, Fair Zion! For lo, I come; and
I will dwell in your midst [v’shakhanti b’tokhekh].”
These opening words of the prophet echo God’s

‰È¯ÎÊhaftarah for first shabbat of hanukkah·
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words to Moses when he was first commanded
to construct the tabernacle (Exod. 25:8): “Let
them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell
among them [v’shakhanti b’tokham].” In this way,
the prophet suggests that God’s return will renew
divine intimacy with Israel and close the era of
exile. Recitation of the chieftains’ offerings com-
memorates the “dedication” (hanukkah) of the·
wilderness tabernacle (Num. 7:84) and antici-
pates the new Temple when God again will be
present among the people.

Just as the Sages interpreted the construction
of the wilderness tabernacle as atonement for the

sin of idolatry (the Golden Calf ), the rededication
of the Temple marks its purification from ritual
pollution. Both shrines thus mark a space of sa-
cred service, new and renewed—a place of divine
presence in the earthly realm. Symbolic interpre-
tations of the seven lamps of the m’norah in terms
of the seven days of Creation and the seven heav-
enly bodies (sun, moon, and five visible planets),
add a cosmic dimension. In this context, the new
Temple symbolizes a restoration of the world, a
rekindling of the lights of Creation through the
pure worship of God.

á 14-È‰ Èk ÔBiˆ-˙a ÈÁÓNÂ Èp¯‡· ¨¦¬§¦§¦−©¦®¦¯¦§¦¨²
 :‰Â‰È-Ì‡ CÎB˙· ÈzÎLÂ15ÌÈB‚ eÂÏÂ §¨©§¦¬§¥−§ª§¨«§¦§Á¦̧

‡ ÌÈa¯ÌÚÏ ÈÏ eÈ‰Â ‡e‰‰ ÌBia ‰Â‰È-Ï ©¦³¤§¨Æ©´©½§¨¬¦−§¨®
˙B‡·ˆ ‰Â‰È-Èk zÚ„ÈÂ CÎB˙· ÈzÎLÂ§¨©§¦´§¥½§¨©¾©§¦§¨¬§¨−

‡ ÈÁÏL:CÈÏ §¨©¬¦¥¨«¦
16˙Ó„‡ ÏÚ B˜ÏÁ ‰„e‰È-˙‡ ‰Â‰È ÏÁÂ§¨©̧§¨³¤§¨Æ¤§½©−©§©´

ÏLe¯Èa „BÚ ¯Á·e L„w‰:Ì ©®Ÿ¤¨©¬−¦¨¨«¦
17-Ïk Ò‰‰Â‰È ÈtÓ ¯Na ©¬¨¨−̈¦§¥´§¨®

:BL„˜ ÔBÚnÓ ¯BÚ ÈkÒ ¦¬¥−¦§¬¨§«

2ZECHARIAH 14Shout for joy, Fair Zion! For lo, I come;
and I will dwell in your midst—declares the
L. 15In that day many nations will attach
themselves to the L and become His people,
and He will dwell in your midst. Then you will
know that I was sent to you by the L of
Hosts.

16The L will take Judah to Himself as His
portion in the Holy Land, and He will choose
Jerusalem once more.

17Be silent, all flesh, before the L!
For He is roused from His holy habitation.

ZECHARIAH 2:14      

Zechariah 2:14. and I will dwell in your
midst God is aroused to return to Zion from
“His holy habitation” in heaven. The language
derives from the old tabernacle traditions (“I may
dwell among them [v’shakhanti b’tokham],” Exod.
25:8). It was used meanwhile to express both
God’s dwelling in the temple of Solomon (1
Kings 6:13) and the return of God to the post-
exilic temple (Ezek. 43:9).

A threefold biblical typology of divine indwell-
ing spans Israelite history. It begins in the wil-
derness, with a portable shrine built en route to
the Holy Land. It peaks in Solomon’s day with
the construction of a permanent house for God.
And it concludes here, with the restoration to
Zion and the building of a new temple for the
indwelling of God’s presence on earth.

The Sages turned God’s providential presence

into the noun Sh’khinah. The concept came to
include divine involvement in the fate of the
people Israel wherever they are found. In the
Midrash, the Sh’khinah suffers with Israel in
exile—and will return with it at the time of re-
demption. In kabbalistic sources from the medi-
eval period on, the Sh’khinah came to symbolize
a feminine dimension within divinity as well as
the heavenly bride with which Israel enters into
symbolic marriage on Shabbat.

16. The Lord will take Judah . . . as His
portion This notion is first found in Deut. 32:9
(speaking of Jacob). The ethnic unit and its ter-
ritory are one and the same; God will return to
claim them both.

Holy Land     Hebrew: admat ha-kodesh; a strik-
ing formulation—unique in the Bible—asserting
the sanctity of the whole land of Israel.

JPS / OVC (Etz Hayim) — 3rd Printing (2002)

Etz Hayim: Torah and Commentary 
Copyright © 2001 by the Rabbinical Assembly



1271  ‰È¯ÎÊ‚

â„ÓÚ ÏB„b‰ Ô‰k‰ ÚLB‰È-˙‡ È‡¯iÂ ©©§¥À¦¤§ªÆ©Æ©Ÿ¥´©¨½Ÿ¥¾
BÈÓÈ-ÏÚ „ÓÚ ÔËO‰Â ‰Â‰È C‡ÏÓ ÈÙÏ¦§¥−©§©´§¨®§©¨¨²Ÿ¥¬©§¦−

 :BËNÏ2‡ ‰Â‰È ¯Ó‡iÂ¯Ú‚È ÔËO‰-Ï §¦§«©¸Ÿ¤§¹̈¤©¨À̈¦§©̧
¯Áa‰ Ea ‰Â‰È ¯Ú‚ÈÂ ÔËO‰ Ea ‰Â‰È§¨³§Æ©¨½̈§¦§©³§¨Æ§½©Ÿ¥−

ÏLe¯Èa‡Ó ÏvÓ „e‡ ‰Ê ‡BÏ‰ Ì:L ¦«¨¨®¦£¯¤’−ª¨¬¥¥«
3„ÓÚÂ ÌÈ‡Bˆ ÌÈ„‚a L·Ï ‰È‰ ÚLB‰ÈÂ¦ª¾©¨¨¬¨ª−§¨¦´¦®§Ÿ¥−

 :C‡Ïn‰ ÈÙÏ4‡ ¯Ó‡iÂ ÔÚiÂÌÈ„ÓÚ‰-Ï ¦§¥¬©©§¨«©©´©©ÀŸ¤¤¨Ÿ§¦³
ÌÈ‡v‰ ÌÈ„‚a‰ e¯ÈÒ‰ ¯Ó‡Ï ÂÈÙÏ§¨¨Æ¥½Ÿ¨¦²©§¨¦¬©Ÿ¦−

‡ ¯Ó‡iÂ ÂÈÏÚÓEÈÏÚÓ Èz¯·Ú‰ ‰‡¯ ÂÈÏ ¥¨¨®©´Ÿ¤¥À̈§¥̧¤¡©³§¦¥¨¤ÆÆ
 :˙BˆÏÁÓ E˙‡ LaÏ‰Â EÂÚ5¯Ó‡Â £Ÿ¤½§©§¥¬Ÿ§−©£¨«¨Ÿ©¾

‡¯-ÏÚ ¯B‰Ë ÛÈˆ eÓÈNÈeÓÈNiÂ BL ¨¦²¨¦¬¨−©Ÿ®©¨¦Á
‡¯-ÏÚ ̄ B‰h‰ ÛÈv‰ÌÈ„‚a e‰LaÏiÂ BL ©¨¦̧©¨¹©ŸÀ©©§¦ªÆÆ§¨¦½

:„ÓÚ ‰Â‰È C‡ÏÓe©§©¬§−̈Ÿ¥«
6:¯Ó‡Ï ÚLB‰Èa ‰Â‰È C‡ÏÓ „ÚiÂ©Æ̈©Æ©§©´§½̈¦ª−©¥«Ÿ
7-Ì‡ ˙B‡·ˆ ‰Â‰È ¯Ó‡-‰kCÏz ÈÎ¯„a Ÿ¨©º§¨´§¨À¦¦§¨©³¥¥Æ

-˙‡ Ì‡Â‰z‡-Ì‚Â ¯ÓL˙ Èz¯ÓLÓ §¦´¤¦§©§¦´¦§½Ÿ§©©¨Æ
-˙‡ ÔÈ„zÈ¯ˆÁ-˙‡ ¯ÓLz Ì‚Â È˙Èa ¨¦´¤¥¦½§©−¦§´Ÿ¤£¥¨®

‡‰ ÌÈ„ÓÚ‰ ÔÈa ÌÈÎÏ‰Ó EÏ Èz˙Â:‰l §¨©¦³§Æ©§§¦½¥¬¨Ÿ§¦−¨¥«¤
8‰z‡ ÏB„b‰ Ô‰k‰ | ÚLB‰È ‡-ÚÓL§«©«º̈§ª´©©Ÿ¥´©¨À©¨Æ

˙ÙBÓ ÈL‡-Èk EÈÙÏ ÌÈ·Li‰ EÈÚ¯Â§¥¤ÆÆ©Ÿ§¦´§¨¤½¦«©§¥¬¥−
:ÁÓˆ Èc·Ú-˙‡ ‡È·Ó È‰-Èk ‰n‰¥®¨¦«¦§¦¬¥¦²¤©§¦−¤«©

9‡ Ô·‡‰ ‰p‰ | ÈkÚLB‰È ÈÙÏ Èz˙ ¯L ¦´¦¥´¨¤À¤£¤³¨©Æ¦Æ¦§¥´§ª½©
ÁzÙÓ È‰ ÌÈÈÚ ‰Ú·L ˙Á‡ Ô·‡-ÏÚ©¤¬¤©©−¦§¨´¥¨®¦¦§¦¯§©¥´©
ÔÂÚ-˙‡ ÈzLÓe ̇ B‡·ˆ ‰Â‰È Ì‡ dÁzt¦ªÀ̈§ªÆ§¨´§¨½©§¦²¤£¬Ÿ

3ZECHARIAH He further showed me Joshua, the high
priest, standing before the angel of the L,
and the Accuser standing at his right to accuse
him. 2But [the angel of] the L said to the
Accuser, “The L rebuke you, O Accuser;
may the L who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke
you! For this is a brand plucked from the fire.”
3Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments
when he stood before the angel. 4The latter
spoke up and said to his attendants, “Take the
filthy garments off him!” And he said to him,
“See, I have removed your guilt from you, and
you shall be clothed in [priestly] robes.” 5Then
he gave the order, “Let a pure diadem be placed
on his head.” And they placed the pure diadem
on his head and clothed him in [priestly] gar-
ments, as the angel of the L stood by.

6And the angel of the L charged Joshua
as follows: 7“Thus said the L of Hosts: If you
walk in My paths and keep My charge, you in
turn will rule My House and guard My courts,
and I will permit you to move about among
these attendants. 8Hearken well, O High Priest
Joshua, you and your fellow priests sitting be-
fore you! For those men are a sign that I am go-
ing to bring My servant the Branch. 9For mark
well this stone which I place before Joshua, a
single stone with seven eyes. I will execute its
engraving—declares the L of Hosts—and
I will remove that country’s guilt in a single day.

ZECHARIAH 3:1      

Zechariah 3:1–2. In this vision of a heavenly
court, God is the judge, the high priest Joshua is
the defendant, and the angel and the Accuser (sa-
tan) are the defense and prosecuting counsels, re-
spectively. Presumably the Accuser has contended
that the priest is unfit for office, which would ex-
plain why God now rebukes the Accuser. This di-
vine affirmation legitimates the priest and even
pronounces him fit to serve as an angel in heaven.

8. My servant the Branch Who or what this
signifies is unspecified. Probably the prophet is re-
ferring to Zerubbabel (see 4:6, below); mention
by name would have been unwise, for such ex-
pression of Israelite royalist hopes would have

provoked the Persian government. The metaphor
of a branch (tzemah) used to depict a future king·
was already used by Isaiah (4:2). It was then de-
veloped fully in Jeremiah’s oracles about a de-
scendant of David whom God will establish to
bring victory and to rule in justice (23:5–6,
33:14–16). Later, in the Rabbinic era, it would
give rise to interpretations of messianic expec-
tancy. It would also be featured in the 15th bene-
diction of the Amidah (“the benediction of Da-
vid”), which opens with a petition that God cause
“the Branch of David to flourish.” This messianic
prayer would become the last blessing to be added
to the Amidah.
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 :„Á‡ ÌBÈa ‡È‰‰-ı¯‡‰10‡e‰‰ ÌBia ¨¨«¤©¦−§¬¤¨«©´©À
e‰Ú¯Ï LÈ‡ e‡¯˜z ˙B‡·ˆ ‰Â‰È Ì‡§ªÆ§¨´§¨½¦§§−¦´§¥¥®

‡‡Â ÔÙb ˙Áz-Ï:‰‡z ˙Áz-Ï ¤©¬©¤−¤§¤©¬©§¥¨«

ãÈ¯ÈÚÈÂ Èa ¯·c‰ C‡Ïn‰ ·LiÂ ©¾̈¨©©§−̈©Ÿ¥´¦®©§¦¥¾¦
‡ LÈ‡k :B˙MÓ ¯BÚÈ-¯L2‡ ¯Ó‡iÂÈÏ §¦−£¤¥¬¦§¨«©´Ÿ¤¥©½

 ‰‡¯ ‰z‡ ‰Ó¯Ó‡ÈÂ| È˙È‡¯ ¯Ó‡Â ¨¬©−̈Ÿ¤®¨Ÿ©¿¨¦´¦
‡¯-ÏÚ dl‚Â dlk ·‰Ê ˙¯BÓ ‰p‰ÂdL §¦¥´§©Á¨¨̧ª¹̈§ª¨´©ŸÀ̈

‰Ú·LÂ ‰Ú·L ‰ÈÏÚ ‰È˙¯ ‰Ú·LÂ§¦§¨³¥Ÿ¤Æ¨Æ¨¤½¨¦§¨³§¦§¨Æ
‡ ̇ B¯pÏ ̇ B˜ˆeÓ‡¯-ÏÚ ̄ L :dL3ÌÈLe «¨½©¥−£¤¬©Ÿ¨«§©¬¦

„Á‡Â ‰lb‰ ÔÈÓÈÓ „Á‡ ‰ÈÏÚ ÌÈ˙ÈÊ¥¦−¨¤®¨¤¨Æ¦¦´©ª½̈§¤−̈
‡ÓN-ÏÚ :dÏ4‡ ¯Ó‡Â ÔÚ‡ÂC‡Ïn‰-Ï ©§Ÿ¨«¨©Æ©Æ¨«Ÿ©½¤©©§¨²

‡-‰Ó ¯Ó‡Ï Èa ¯·c‰ :È„‡ ‰l5ÔÚiÂ ©Ÿ¥¬¦−¥®Ÿ¨¥−¤£Ÿ¦«Â©©©
‡ ̄ Ó‡iÂ Èa ̄ ·c‰ C‡Ïn‰zÚ„È ‡BÏ‰ ÈÏ ©©§º̈©Ÿ¥¬¦Æ©´Ÿ¤¥©½£¬¨©−§¨

‡ ‰n‰-‰Ó :È„‡ ‡Ï ¯Ó‡Â ‰l6ÔÚiÂ ¨¥´¨¥®¤¨Ÿ©−¬Ÿ£Ÿ¦«©©¹©
‡ ¯Ó‡iÂ¯Ó‡Ï ÈÏ ©³Ÿ¤¥©Æ¥½Ÿ

‡ ‰Â‰È-¯·c ‰Ê‡Ï ¯Ó‡Ï Ï·a¯Ê-Ï µ¤§©§½̈¤§ª¨¤−¥®Ÿ³Ÿ
-Ì‡ Èk ÁÎ· ‡ÏÂ ÏÈÁ·‰Â‰È ¯Ó‡ ÈÁe¯a §©Æ¦Æ§´Ÿ§½Ÿ©¦´¦§¦½¨©−§¨¬

 :˙B‡·ˆ7ÈÙÏ ÏB„b‰-¯‰ ‰z‡-ÈÓ §¨«¦«©¨¯©«©¨²¦§¥¬
Ô·‡‰-˙‡ ‡ÈˆB‰Â ¯LÈÓÏ Ï·a¯Ê§ª¨¤−§¦®Ÿ§¦Æ¤¨¤´¤

‡¯‰:dÏ ÔÁ ÔÁ ˙B‡Lz ‰LÙ ¨Ÿ½̈§ª¾¥¬¥−¨«

10In that day—declares the L of Hosts—you
will be inviting each other to the shade of vines
and fig trees.”

4 The angel who talked with me came back
and woke me as a man is wakened from sleep.
2He said to me, “What do you see?” And I an-
swered, “I see a lampstand all of gold, with a
bowl above it. The lamps on it are seven in num-
ber, and the lamps above it have seven pipes;
3and by it are two olive trees, one on the right
of the bowl and one on its left.” 4I, in turn, asked
the angel who talked with me, “What do those
things mean, my lord?” 5“Do you not know
what those things mean?” asked the angel who
talked with me; and I said, “No, my lord.” 6Then
he explained to me as follows:

“This is the word of the L to Zerubbabel:
Not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit—said the L of Hosts. 7Whoever you
are, O great mountain in the path of Zerubba-
bel, turn into level ground! For he shall produce
that excellent stone; it shall be greeted with
shouts of ‘Beautiful! Beautiful!’”

ZECHARIAH 3:10      

Zechariah 4:2. I see a lampstand Zecha-
riah’s vision of both lampstand (m’norah) and
lamps (or spouts) differs from the two major de-
scriptions of these sacred vessels elsewhere in
Scripture (Exod. 25:31–40; 1 Kings 7:49). The
earliest representation of a seven-branched can-
delabrum appears on the coins minted for
Antigonus Mattathias, the last of the Hasmonean
dynasty (40–37 b.c.e.). After the destruction of
the Temple by Titus, Domitian’s masons (ca. 81

c.e.) carved such a candelabrum on his victory
arch.

6. Zerubbabel   A grandson of King Jehoiachin
of Judah (1 Chron. 3:17–19) and the secular head
of the repatriated community (Hag. 1:1) [Transl.].

7. The details of this oracle have long been
subject to dispute. The phrase “that excellent
stone” seems related to Mesopotamian ceremo-
nies in which the monarch dedicated a new tem-
ple with a stone from the former temple.
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