Hakafot for Simhat Torah

Simhat Torah

We can experience joy
when we have a sense of
accomplishment having
completed a task or having
overcome difficulty. We
can also experience joy
when we are presented
with a gift, in which case
we have done nothing but
someone else has acknowl-
edged us, has expressed
what we mean to them.
The gift brings a smile to
our face; the joy is that of
thankfulness. Simhat
Torah partakes of both
kinds of joy. We are also
filled with a sense of
accomplishment—we
have completed a year of
studying Torah; we have
wrestled with it, along
with other members of our
community, and we have
achieved new insights into
its stories and teachings.
We are also joyful for

the gift of Torah—God'’s
treasure of wonders. The
two joys conjoin and we
celebrate the moment with
singing and dancing.

Each verse is recited by a different individual (or by the leader),
and is then repeated by the congregation:

Unto you it was shown that ADoNAI is God—there is none else,

God alone creates great wonders—
surely God’s kindly love is eternal.
None compares to You, ADONAI,
and nothing is like Your creation.
May ApONAT’s glory be eternal;
may Aponal find joy with creation.

May the name of ADONAI be blessed, now and forever.
May Aponai our God be with us—as was true of our
ancestors—never deserting us and never leaving us.

And you shall say: Deliver us, God of our deliverance,
gather us and rescue us from amidst the nations,
that we may acknowledge Your holy name and bow
in homage to You.
ADONALI is sovereign, ADONAI was sovereign,
Aponai will be sovereign forever and ever.
Aponar will give strength to this people,
Aponal will bless this people with peace.

May our words be pleasing to the master of all.

Atah horeita lada-at, ki Adonai hu ha-elohim, ein od milvado.
L'oseh niflaot g'dolot I'vado, ki l'olam hasdo.

Ein kamokha va-elohim, Adonai, v'ein k'ma-asekha.

Y'hi kh'vod Adonai l'olam, yismah Adonai b'ma-asav.

Y'hi shem Adonai m'vorakh, mei-atah v'ad olam.

Y'hi Adonai eloheinu imanu, ka-asher hayah im avoteinu,

al ya-azveinu, v'al yitsheinu.

V'imru hoshi-einu, elohei yisheinu, v’ka'btzeinu v’hatzileinu min
hagoyim, 'hodot I'shem kodshekha, I'hishtabei-ah bit-hilatekha.

Adonai melekh, Adonai malakh, Adonai yimlokh lI'olam va-ed.
Adonai oz I'amo yitein, Adonai y'varekh et amo vashalom.
V'yihyu na amareinu I'ratzon, lifnei adon kol.
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Each verse is recited by a different individual (or by the leader),
and is then repeated by the congregation:

OToN KIT T 7D NPT K RN
. Frayn Ty 7K

jJTon oty *2 i12b niv MKy vy

AYYRD TR DT 03 X
Myyna M rntyr oy ma Tiag e
oYy Ty Ryn 7700 M oy e

ATTIAX DY (175 TWKD A0 AvE Mt T

AW YK ATV O
3297 1AXART AW TV AP DK

ApPRN3 MRMYY AYTR DV M oA 1

1Y U,NJGM JWﬁJ M A70 i .J.SD =4
Diwa 1By 7127 M T Ry W

H

3 111X 7297 1177 3K K3 1

SIMHAT TOR#
ebration of Si
originated in
where the To
over the coui
and therefore
tion could be
annually. In t
Nehemiah m
Ezra read an¢
Torah on the
Sukkot, and :
caime associc
completion «
(In the Land
Torah was re
years so ther
Simhat Toral
In the Temp!
seven days o
celebrated b
altar and rec
not. Now th
Temple, sact
on the Toral
circle with it

seven times; these circuits are ¢

The Hakafort service begins w
of verses affirming God as the ¢
lives. We celebrate God's preser
through the words of Torah. Tt
with Deuteronomy 4:35, Moses
the revelation of God at Sinai,
with Psalms 136:4, 86:8, 104:31, "
8:57, 1 Chronicles 16:35, and Psa
final line is not a biblical verse |
concluding prayer.

ADONAI IS SOVEREIGN 777 M
is a compilation of biblical phr;
God's sovereignty that, stitchet
a creed.



The Torah Is

Addressed to You

Jewish sources teach: Why
is the Decalogue addressed
in the singular “you”?
Because approaching
Sinai, the people Israel had
become one in heart and

one soul.

Others teach: Why is
the Decalogue addressed
in the singular? Because
each person understands
the teachings of Torah
according to his or her
own powers and strength

of soul.

Yet others teach: Why is
the Decalogue addressed
in the singular? So that
each person would think
he or she alone in the
whole world is responsible
for studying, performing,
and upholding all the
words of the Torah.

The ark is opened:
As the ark was carried forward, Moses would say:
ApoNal, rise up and scatter Your foes,
so that Your enemies flee Your presence.
Come into Your resting place, ADONAI,
You and the ark, Your strength.
Your priests will be clothed in righteousness;
Your faithful shall be joyous.
For the sake of David, Your servant,
do not turn away from Your anointed.
On that day it will be said:
This is our God, 3
in whom we placed our hope and who has come to our rescue; .
this is ADoNAI in whom we placed our hope;
let us rejoice and be glad in God’s deliverance.
Your sovereignty is everlasting;
Your dominion endures in every generation.
Surely, Torah shall go forth from Zion,
and the word of God from Jerusalem.

Compassionate creator, may it be Your will that Zion flourish;
build the walls of Jerusalem. For in You alone do we put our
trust, transcendent sovereign God—master of all time.
Va-y'hi binso-a ha-aron, vayomer moshe: kumah Adonai,

v'yafutzu oyvekha, v'yanusu m'sanekha mipanekha.

Kumah Adonai limnuhatekha, atah va-aron uzekha.

Kohanekha yilb'shu tzedek, va-hasidekha y'raneinu.

Ba-avur david avdekha, al tashev p'nei m'shihekha.

V'amar bayom hahu, hineih eloheinu zeh, kivinu lo v'yoshi-einu,

zeh Adonai kivinu lo, nagilah v'nism’hah bishuato.

Malkhut’kha malkhut kol olamim, u-memshalt’kha b’khol dor vador.
Ki mitziyon teitzei torah, u-d'var Adonai mirushalayim.

Av ha-rahamim, heitivah virtzon'kha et tziyon,

tivneh homot yerushalayim.

Ki v'kha I'vad batahnu, melekh el ram v’nisa, adon olamim.

The ark is opened:
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ou shall rejoice in your
estival, and you shall be
ruly joyful.
/'samahta b'hagekha
'hayita akh samei-akh.
—Deuteronomy16:14—15 (adapted)
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ADONAI, to sing Your
raise, exalted God; to
ipeak of Your love each
norning, and of Your faith-
ulness at night.
lov 'hodot ladonai,
li-I'zamer I'shimkha elyon.
"hagid baboker hasdekha
re-emunat’kha baleilot.
—Psalm 92:2-3
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Deliver and bless this peo-
ble, whom You have made
four own; shepherd them
ind exalt them forever.
Hoshi-ah et amekha u-vareikh
bt nahaletkha, u-r'eim
/'naseim ad ha-olam.
—Psalm 28:9
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May the one who is pure and upright save us. .
May the one who has compassion for the poor grant us success.
May the one who is good and does what is good answer us

in the hour of our calling.
Zakh v'yashar, hoshi-ah na.

Homeil dalim, hatzlihah na.
Tov u-meitiv, aneinu v'yom koreinu.

FOURTH HAKAFAH:
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May the one who reads our minds save us.
May the one who is supreme and radiant grant us success.
May the one clothed in righteousness
answer us in the time of our calling.
Yodei-a mahashavot, hoshi-ah na.

Kabir v'na-or, hatzlihah na.
Loveish tz'dakot, aneinu v'yom koreinu.
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Turn us toward You,
Aponal, and we will return
to You; make our days seem
fresh, as they once were.

1 lift my eyes to the mountains;
from where will my help come?
My help comes from ApoNarL,
creator of heaven and earth.

Esa einai el he-harim, mei-ayin Hashiveinu Adonai eilekha
yavo ezri. Ezri mei-im Adonai v'nashuvah, hadeish yameinu
oseih shamayim va-aretz. k'kedem.

All the Sifrei Torah are removed from the ark and carried by members of
the community in seven circuits (hakafot) through the sanctuary. After each
hakafah, it is customary to dance with the Torah scrolls while singing.
Additional songs can be found on pages 82 and 213.
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ADONAL, please save us.

ADONAL, please grant us success.

ApONAT please answer us in the hour of our calling.
Ana Adonai, hoshi-ah na.

Ana Adonai, hatzlihah na.
Ana Adonai, aneinu v'yom koreinu.
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May the God of the breath of life save us.
May the judge of our intentions grant us success.
May the mighty redeemer answer us in the hour of our calling.

Elohei ha-ruhot, hoshi-ah na.
Bohein I'vavot, hatzlihah na.
Goeil hazak, aneinu v'yom koreinu.

SECOND HAKAFAH:
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May the one who proclaims righteousness save us.
May the one clothed in majesty grant us success.
May the loving and kind Ancient One answer us in

the hour of our calling,

Doveir tz'dakot, hoshi-ah na.
Hadur bilvusho, hatzlihah na.
Vatik v’hasid, aneinu v'yom koreinu.
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Enlighten our eyes with
four Torah; attach our
\earts to Your mitzvot;
inify our hearts to love and
evere Your name so that
ve never lose hope, never
e ashamed, and never fail.
'ha-eir eineinu b'toratekha,
‘dabeik libeinu
‘'mitzvotekha,
'vaheid I'vaveinu I'ahavah
-I'yirah et sh’'mekha,
'lo nevosh v’lo nikalem,
'lo nikashel I'olam va-ed.
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Next year in Jerusalem!
a-shanah haba-ah
irushalayim!

\dditional songs may be
bund on pages 82 and 213.
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May the holy awe-inspiring one save us.

May the one who is compassionate and loving grant
us success.

May the one who keeps the covenant answer us in the hour
of our calling.

Kadosh v'nora hoshi-ah na.
Rahum v’hanun, hatzlihah na.
Shomer ha-b'rit, aneinu v'yom koreinu.
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May the one who is the support of the innocent save us.

May the one whose strength is eternal grant us success.

May the one who acts uprightly answer us in the hour
of our calling.

Tomeikh t'mimim, hoshi-ah na.
Takif la-ad, hatzlihah na.
Tamim b’ma-asay, aneinu v'yom koreinu.

In the evening we read from one Torah scroll; all of the other Sifrei Torah are
returned to the ark.

In the morning we read from three Torah scrolls; all of the other Sifrei Torah
are returned to the ark.

At all times, the Torah Service continues with Sh'ma on page 325.
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May the eternal mo<9..mmm= save us.
May the one who is radiant and glorious grant us success.
May the one who upholds the falling answer us

in the hour of our calling.

Melekh olamim, hoshi-ah na.
Na-or v'adir, hatzlihah na.
Somekh noflim, aneinu v'yom koreinu.

SIXTH HAKAFAH:
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May the one who helps the weak save us.
May the one who redeems and rescues grant us success.

May the eternal protector answer us in the hour of our calling.

Ozer dalim, hoshi-ah na.
Podeh u-matzil, hatzlihah na.
Tzur olamim, aneinu v'yom koreinu.
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SIMCHAT TORAH - HAKAFOT READINGS

JOY

The High Holy days are now over. The serious quality of the Days of Awe has been lifted, and we rejoice in the
promise of a New Year. Tonight, we celebrate the cycle of our Jewish life and the cycle of Torah with JOY. How
precious it is to share in the inheritance of Torah. May we share in-a new year of joy, together, as a sacred
community.

Our hearts are filled with joy - as We continue with our 1% Hakafah for JOY.

TORAH

A life of Torah is a life of holiness. The root meaning of the word Torah, is Hora, meaning to teach. Torah
teaches us how to conduct ourselves so that we may be worthy of adding holiness to the world. Tonight
we will read both the last portion and the first portions of Torah, linking the end to the beginning in an
endless journey of discovery. From generation to generation and from year to year, “turn it turn it, for all is
contained therein.”

Our eyes are fixed on the Torah - as we continue with our 2nd Hakafah for TORAH.

RENEWAL OF PRAYER

Through prayer we connect to a deeper truth. Through prayer we make space for our hearts to speak
their truths. There are many different ways to pray. Some pray with spoken words and some with song.
Some pray with movement, dancing or even skiing! Some pray indoors and some pray in nature. Some
pray in silence. Through prayer we praise the Source of Life. This year may we find new meaningful
pathways for prayer.

Our voices and feet praise you God- as we continue with our third hakafah - the RENEWAL OF PRAYER.

HESED-KINDNESS

Simon the righteous used to say, The world stands on three things- Torah, Prayer and Acts of
Lovingkindness. A holy community is one whose foundation is rooted in kindness. Torah teaches:
V’ahavta I'rei’akha kamokha- Love your neighbor as yourself. This says Hilllel is the essence of the entire
Torah. With each act of kindness we strengthen one another and elevate our community.

With hearts open to one another - we continue with this 4" hakafah for KINDNESS

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY

Holidays and celebrations bring us together as one. This evening, we are linked to one another, hand in
hand as we celebrate our spiritual and ethical legacy. We circle our synagogue, and with that circle, we
share a united vision for the renewal of Jewish life in our community.

Our hands are joined together - as we continue with our 5th Hakafah for STRENGTHENING
COMMUNITY

TIKKUN OLAM- REPAIRING THE WORLD

We dance and sing and laugh, and dance some more. Sadly, too many of us cannot dance and sing and
laugh. Our brothers and sisters, in so many lands, and in so many circumstances, are not able to rejoice
this evening. Tragically, for so many- their enthusiasm, their Simchah/ Joy, has been silenced. Let us
dedicate ths hakafah to tikkun olam. May we find tangible ways this year to contribute to repairing our
world. Our souls join those who cannot celebrate tonight - as we continue with our 6th Hakafah of Tikkun
Olam/Repairing the World

PEACE

Tonight, in many places throughout the world, streets are filled with the joyous dancing of Simchat Torah.
For these few hours, we allow ourselves to forget the obstacles and challenges that make peace so
difficult to reach. We focus on this moment, the present moment, knowing that before a grand peace can
be achieved, we all must find that peaceful corner within ourselves, and let it grow from there.

Our vision will strengthen and carry us through the work of many tomorrows - as we continue with our 7th
Hakafah for PEACE.
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Deuteronomy Chapter 34

1. And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to the Mountain of Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, that is opposite Jericho. And God showed him all the land of Gilead, to Dan,
2. And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh and all the land of Judah, as far

as the utmost sea,
3. And the Negev, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar.

4. And God said to him, This is the land which [ swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
saying, I will give it to your seed; [ have made you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go
over there.

5. So Moses the servant of God died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of God.
6. And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-Peor; but no man knows
his grave till this day.

7. And Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not dim, nor
his natural force abated.

8. And the people of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; and the days of
weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.

9. And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands
upon him; and the people of Israel listened to him, and did as God commanded Moses.

10. And there has not arisen since in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom God knew face to
face,

11. In all the signs and the wonders, which God sent him to do in the land of Egypt to
Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land,

12. And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great and awesome deeds which Moses
performed in the sight of all Israel.

Hazak Hazak V'Nithazek!
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Hazak Hazak V'Nithazek!
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Simchat Torah- Genesis 1

Genesis 1

(1) When God began to create heaven and earth— (2) the
earth being unformed and void, with darkness over the
surface of the deep and a wind from God sweeping over the
water— (3) God said, “Let there be light™; and there was
light. (4) God saw that the light was good, and God separated
the light from the darkness. (5) God called the light Day, and
the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, a first day.

(6) God said. “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the
water, that it may separate water from water.” (7) God made
the expanse, and it separated the water which was below the
expanse from the water which was above the expanse. And it
was 50. (8) God called the expanse Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, a second day.

(9) God said. “Let the water below the sky be gathered into
one area, that the dry land may appear.” And it was so. (10)
God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering of waters He
called Seas. And God saw that this was good. (11) And God
said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants,
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
init.” And it was so. (12) The earth brought forth vegetation:
seed-bearing plants of every kind, and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that this was
good. (13) And there was evening and there was morning, a
third day.
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(14) God said. “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to
separate day from night; they shall serve as signs for the set
times—the days and the years; (15) and they serve as lights in
the expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth.” And it was
so. (16) God made the two great lights, the greater light to
dominate the day and the lesser light to dominate the night,
and the stars. (17) And God set them in the expanse of the sky
to shine upon the earth, (18) to dominate the day and the
night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that
this was good. (19) And there was evening and there was
morning, a fourth day.

(20) God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living
creatures. and birds that fly above the earth across the
expanse of the sky.” (21) God created the great sea monsters,
and all the living creatures of every kind that creep, which the
waters brought forth in swarms, and all the winged birds of
every kind. And God saw that this was good. (22) God blessed
them. saying, “Be fertile and increase, fill the waters in the
seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” (23) And there
was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

24) God said. “Let the earth bring forth every kind of living
creature: cattle. creeping things, and wild beasts of every
kind.” And it was so. (25) God made wild beasts of every kind
and cattle of every kind. and all kinds of creeping things of
the earth. And God saw that this was good. (26) And God
said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They
shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle,
the whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on
earth.” (27) And God created man in His image, in the image
of God He created him; male and female He created them.
(28) God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fertile and
increase. fill the earth and master it; and rule the fish of the
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sea, the birds of the sky, and all the living things that creep on
earth.” (29) God said. “See, I give you every seed-bearing
plant that is upon all the earth. and every tree that has seed-
bearing fruit: they shall be yours for food. (30) And to all the
animals on land. to all the birds of the sky. and to everything
that creeps on earth. in which there is the breath of life, [l
give] all the green plants for food.” And it was so. (31) And
God saw all that He had made, and found it very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 2

(I The heaven and the earth were finished, and all their array.
2) On the seventh day God finished the work that He had
been doing, and He oammog on the seventh day from all the
work that He had done. (3) And God blessed the seventh day
and declared it holy. _umom:mm on it God ceased frem all the
work of creation that He had done.
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