November 2011

We have just completed the fall holidays, a busy season in our Jewish year that spans the emotions of awe, anticipation, self reflection and great rejoicing. During this time, the children heard the sounds of the shofar, the "wake up call" to be better people.  The seventh graders polished the Torah silver and everyone saw the beautiful Torahs dressed in white for the High Holy Days. The children enjoyed apples and honey, baked round challot, hung their handmade decorations in the Sukkah, and shook the lulav and etrog.  It was a treat to have lessons in our new Sukkah, transformed to a large and beautiful space. Gershon Pelig, Israeli environmentalist spoke with the children about the birds, fish and waterways in Israel.  Ore our Shlicha played holiday games, and EJ Cohen lead us in holiday songs.
And now we take a deep breath, renewed and ready for a good year.  As we enter  the new month of Chesvan, we see it is quite different in mood and pace.  It lacks the drama of the preceding month, and is the only month of the Jewish year that has no special days.  In fact the Rabbis call it "Mar" Cheshvan, mar in this case meaning bitter, because we are without holiday celebrations.  We are however, filled with activities at school including Open House, Jewish Book Month, Israeli dancing and music with Sue and EJ.  Parents are invited to join their children at school on November 13 for OPEN HOUSE.  At that time parents will meet the classroom teacher, learn about the curriculum, attend the Children's Learning Service and a music class.  In celebration of Jewish Book Month, the children will tour the library , have story hour, and take books out.  This is an opportunity to encourage your children to read, and to purchase books to expand your home Jewish library.   Please mark Friday evening, December 2 on your calendar.  We are planning a special "Children's Shabbat" to include a family Shabbat dinner, and child friendly service.  Watch for more details.
In our Jewish tradition, giving thanks is a central part of daily life.  Our literature tells us that we should minimally say one hundred blessings a day.  As we gather with family and friends at the end of the month for Thanksgiving, let us be grateful for the richness of our Jewish tradition and American way of life.
Happy Thanksgiving.

Joan

